Press Release
Akuo inaugurates its Focola solar plant in New Caledonia,
a first in the Pacific!

Farino, New Caledonia, February 20, 2020 - Akuo, an independent global renewable energy power
producer and developer, and Enercal Energies Nouvelles, the 100% subsidiary of New Caledonia’s
electricity grid management company Enercal devoted to renewable energy, today inaugurated
the Focola solar plant in New Caledonia.
Three partners for an innovative project
The Focola project was set up on the initiative of a local farmer, Jean-Christophe Niautou, who
wanted to collaborate with Akuo because of its globally recognized expertise in agrivoltaic solutions
on cyclone-prone islands. For the solar PV project, Akuo thus approached the Enercal group, the
territory’s leading renewable energy producer. Together, they created Focola SAS, the entity in
charge of this project.
An unprecedented project in the Pacific
The first Agrinergie® greenhouses deployed in the Pacific, an innovative system combining market
gardening and solar PV electricity production. Sixteen cyclone-proof photovoltaic greenhouses
occupy a total surface area of 22,000 m² of land. The farm produces 2 GWh of electricity a year,
the equivalent of the electricity consumption of 600 homes, and some 200 metric tons of
vegetables. Beyond the technical achievement itself, this project contributes to 2 major societal
ambitions: this territory’s food self-sufficiency and its electrical autonomy.
The cyclone-proof aspect of these greenhouses offers clear advantages in securing agricultural
production in this region that suffers two cyclones a year on average. Very committed to
responsible agriculture, this farmer thus wants to explore permaculture processes. This new activity
will enable him to create several new jobs. Furthermore, this project is contributing to New
Caledonia’s energy independence, as the territory is very determined to make the transition to
green energy given these islands’ fragile ecosystems and extremely rich biodiversity that are
important to protect.
Eric Scotto, Chairman and Co-founder of Akuo, comments: “This project, unprecedented in the
Pacific region, further consolidates our position in island nations. This technological feat allows highquality market gardening production comprising a cyclone-proof system that is crucial for this
territory and contributing to the creation of jobs in this region. It is a source of pride for the Akuo
group that is supported by strong partners alongside Enercal and Jean-Philippe Niautou”.
Nicolas Cazé, Technical Director of Enercal Energies Nouvelles, adds: “2019 was a fruitful year for
Enercal Energies Nouvelles. We have commissioned two major innovative projects, Wi Hâche
Ouatom, New Caledonia’s first solar plant with battery storage, and Agrinergie Focola, its first
agrisolar farm. It is an honor for a local company to be able to accompany these types of projects.
With Focola, we are supporting a project that, thanks to its agricultural and food security aspect,
goes beyond our primary ambition of ensuring increased energy autonomy. As majority
shareholder, Enercal Energies Nouvelles has contributed its expertise and know-how to ensure the
project is adapted to local constraints and is fully in line with the public policy on the energy

transition. As operator, we will make sure that the system is profitable and fulfills its electricity
production objectives. The first months of operation have delivered on their promise, as the annual
production target of 2 GWh was achieved in 8 months!”
About Akuo, Entrepreneurs by Nature
Akuo is an independent global renewable energy power producer and developer. The company is present across the
entire value chain, including project development, financing, construction, and operation. As of end 2018, Akuo had
invested more than EUR 2.2 billion for a total capacity of more than 1 GW in operation or under construction, and had
over 3 GW of projects under development. With more than 350 employees, the Group, headquartered in Paris, France,
has a presence in over 15 countries around the world. Akuo is targeting a global production capacity of 3,500 MW by
2022. For more information, visit www.akuoenergy.com/en
About Enercal
Enercal Energies Nouvelles is a 100% subsidiary of Enercal created in 2014 and devoted to renewable energy. It has
multiple objectives: study renewable energy’s potential for the territory of New Caledonia. It has, for example, looked into
the potential of concentrated solar power, renewable marine energy, biomass, electric mobility…; develop – alone or
via partnerships – renewable energy production and energy saving/efficiency projects; and, lastly, provide a solar
production offer targeting the self-sufficiency of individuals and businesses. Enercal Energies Nouvelles has already
implemented the following in New Caledonia: the Mwiré solar farm at Ile des Pins and the territory’s first solar farm with
storage, Wi Hache Ouatom. Ten other solar-, biomass- or water-based electricity production projects are currently being
monitored by Enercal Energies Nouvelles, which has five fulltime employees: a technical director, a design engineer, a
project manager, a technician and a sales rep. Given the growing demand for renewable energy equipment and
production, this subsidiary is expected to grow over the coming years.

Akuo
Press contact
Olivia VENDRAME
vendrame@akuoenergy.com
+33 1 47 66 09 90

ENERCAL
Press contact
Nathalie KUREK
n.kurek@enercal.nc
+687 77 31 41

